CHAPTER VII
SOME POINTS OF PRACTICE

RULES OF EVIDENCE

A GOOD working knowledge of the rules of evidence
is essential. Without it we cannot know exactly
what parts of a witness's story will be admitted
as evidence by a court and what will be ruled out
because they are "hearsay" or irrelevant for other
reasons. Unless we can foresee how much or how
little of the witness's story will be heard by the
court, we cannot estimate whether it will be
sufficient to win the case or not. Moreover in court
points of evidence continually arise and we must
be prepared to argue against the inclusion of one
item of information which the other side want to
bring in and in favour of another which we want
to make ourselves and which is resisted by our
opponents.

EVIDENCE IN CRIMINAL CASES

The rules of evidence are strictly observed in
criminal charges. Some latitude is allowed in civil
cases where one side may admit certain matters in
which event the other side need not prove them.
In a criminal prosecution every ingredient of the
offence must be strictly proved. The defendant
cannot assist the prosecution by admitting any
particular fact or facts. For example in a prosecu-
tion for bigamy, the two marriages must be strictly
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